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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Emory,
Winter is always a challenge for me, especially the unpredictable
weather. I worry about having to drive in ice and snow. I worry about falling. I
like cool but cold makes my joints ache. On the flip side, the snow covers over
a lot of the ugliness of the barrenness of winter. With the sun, it’s a beautiful
blanket of shimmering perfection. That is, until it melts and leaves behind a lot
of slush for us to have to slog through.
I was thinking about this and other negative thoughts and a friend sent
me this – a beautiful reminder that we are not in control, God is. And that God
as the Creator only made good things. Finally, it’s a reminder that God is
always with us. We are not alone. Enjoy.
• We are not alone; we live in God’s world.
• We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who works in
others and us through the Spirit.
• We trust in the Creator.
• We are called to be, to celebrate God’s presence, to
live with respect in creation, to love and serve
others, to seek justice and to resist injustice, to
seek out models for hope and peace.
• In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
• We are not alone.
Ronald Lagasse
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As we travel through the remainder of winter, we enter the season of
Lent – a time for us to take stock of ourselves – our lives, our attitudes, our
practices, and our beliefs. We begin the season with Ash Wednesday, and then
each Sunday in Lent we will investigate scriptural ways to move from the
things that move us away from God to those things that help our relationship
with God grow stronger and fuller.
As the invitation to the imposition of ashes says: “I invite you, therefore,
in the name of the Church, to observe a holy Lent: by self–examination and
repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating
on God's Holy Word; to make a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of
our mortal nature, let us now bow before our Creator and Redeemer.”
Blessings, Pastor Peggy
PASTOR PEGGY IS GETTING A VACATION
Since my summer vacation turned into medical leave, I have
decided to take a week [which includes one Sunday] off by taking a
trip to visit friends in Florida. I will be gone from February 28 to
March 6. Pastor Dwight will be your preacher and communion
officiant on Sunday, March 4.
FEBRUARY WORSHIP
February 4 – 10am – Scout Sunday – Communion
February 11 – 10am – Transfiguration Sunday – Men’s Drama
February 13 – 6pm – Shrove Tuesday simple pancake supper in the hall
February 14 – 5:45pm – Ash Wednesday – simple Wednesday are Wonderful
supper followed at 6:45pm by a short service in the hall with the imposition
of ashes
February 18 – 10am – First Sunday in Lent – This season is about
temptation, repentance, and forgiveness
February 25 – 10am – Second Sunday in Lent – Faith Like Abraham
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SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER
The last day before Lent begins is Shrove Tuesday when the faithful
have traditionally one last fat-filled meal before Lent begins. Lent is a 40weekday journey to Easter in which Christians fast as a means to repent of
their sin. Shrove is the past tense of the word shrive, which means to present
ones’ self for confession, penance, and absolution.
Shrove Tuesday is also known as Fat
Tuesday and Mardi Gras. It is a huge
celebration in many communities. Some
churches use it as a fundraiser for special
charities like UMCOR.
Fun fact: Fastnachts are a special
German donut often used instead of
pancakes for this meal. These are
available in places like Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
We will gather on Tuesday, February 13 at 5:45pm for a simple pancake
supper in the hall. See Donna Rucker to volunteer to help.

ASH WEDNESDAY OBSERVANCE
For centuries, Christians have marked themselves with various
substances to show repentance for sin – Ash Wednesday is when the Church
plans a service that provides an opportunity for both repentance and
absolution. Ashes generally made from the previous year’s palms from Palm
Sunday are used with oil to mark the foreheads of
any who will come.
This year, we hope to make it easier by
coupling it with the Wednesdays are Wonderful
meal. On Wednesday, February 14 we gather at
5:45 for a very simple meal of soup/bread/salad
to contrast with the Shrove Tuesday indulgence.
After dinner, at 6:45pm, we will share in an Ash Wednesday service that
includes confession, absolution, and an imposition of Ashes. The invitation is
open to all who usually attend the Wednesday suppers and all members of the
Emory Church family. A freewill offering will be received.
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THE SEASON OF LENT
The Lent period reflects when Jesus fasted and suffered in the desert for
40 days and 40 nights, before he started his ministry. According to the Bible,
he was tempted by Satan during this time, but each time he managed to refuse
his temptations. Lent begins the day after Shrove Tuesday on Ash Wednesday
and goes to Palm Sunday at the beginning of Holy week. The forty days of Lent
are the weekdays and not Sundays which is the Lord’s Day.
People give up vices in a bid to grow closer to God as Easter approaches.
Lent and fasting [to give up] go hand in hand for many in the Christian church.
Followers abstain from certain food or temptations that get between them
and God. Another idea is to take on something good in God’s name for those
40 days, like being kinder, donating time or money to good causes, and adding
a spiritual discipline to one’s life.
INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
As winter has finally arrived, now is a good time to review
our Inclement Weather Policy: All evening events at the
church will be cancelled on weekdays if Carroll County
schools close or dismiss early. If the worship service or other events to be held
on the weekend are cancelled due to inclement weather, a message will be on
the church answering machine and emails will be sent out. It should be posted
on the major television channels as well.
HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
02/02 Brian Martin
02/03 Ruth Crisler
Georgia Wells
02/05 Sherry Wineke

2/10 Shirley Armacost
2/17 Amy Wineke
2/19 Corina Myers
2/20 Pastor Peggy
2/28 George Smith
We would like all the new members or members of Emory who may
have inadvertently been missed, to let the church office know when your
birthday takes place. If you would like your name to be placed on our birthday
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list just email to the office churchoffice@emoryunitedmethodist.org your
name and birthday (month/day).
NEW PHOTO DIRECTORY
I’m sure most everyone will agree that its past time that Emory has a
new, up-to-date photo directory. We have been in discussion with Life Touch
to come up with the best date that takes into consideration both the church’s
schedule and individual members’ schedules.
We have settled on this coming September 11 and 12 with 13 as a
possibility if we get more people than two days can handle - hopefully
everyone will be back from vacation and are back in the groove of church
attendance and activities. These dates will insure the photos are received well
in time for the holidays.
Each family photographed for the directory gets a free
8x10. Others will be available to purchase. No
hard sell! Grandparents, grandchildren, multi
generations, friends, anyone who are willing to
be in the directory are encouraged.
We especially would like to have folks
who faithfully come to Wednesdays are
Wonderful to participate. If enough of them do,
we will be able to do a separate page for that
ministry.
In the meantime, Bob Bradford will be taking photos of shut ins and
those not able to be present on the selected dates.
We need one or two folks willing to coordinate the whole thing. We also
need a volunteer to update the data base and include email addresses. Later in
the summer we will need folks to call, set appointments and take care of
publicity.
A large group insures that each one only has a little bit to take care of –
volunteer now!
Please see Pastor Peggy immediately if you are interested in
coordinating this project!
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IT’S ALL ABOUT PRAYER
Prayer Concerns: Our devotion to prayer is one of the greatest ministries we
have at Emory. Please remember these requests for prayer in your
daily devotions. If you know of anyone who needs prayer, or have
names to update our prayer list, please contact the Church Office.
Pray for: Amy (relative of Bonnie Johnson), Joyce Applefeld, Mike Bitzel,
Charlotte Bond, Evan Buckingham, Jeff Cole, Ruth Crisler, Jeff Davis (son
of Chuck Davis), Sandy Double, John Fair, Linda Fair, Ruby Fair, Regina
Glassman, Shirley Gordon, Diane & Janice Hidey (sisters of Rev. Barry
Hidey), Anne Hakes (sister of Chuck Davis), Tracey Marcum (friend of
Linda Fair) Helen Moore, Corina Myers, Dee Patton, Janice Raver, Liz
Tardif (Patty Kelly’s sister), Bob Wheeler, Bill Williams (brother of Linda Fair).
Prayer Chain: We need volunteers that can text message and ones that do not
but are willing to phone call. If you would like to inform one other
person of a request for prayer, please notify Karon or the church of
your willingness to participate.
This is the way it will work. Any person requesting prayers
of the church will be asked personally to contact the Prayer Chain
Leader. The Leader will contact several people by text or phone and each of
these people will be assigned another person to call. It’s that easy! Karon’s
contact number is 443-992-2314; her email is karonmoore819@yahoo.com.
The Church phone number is 410-429-6008.
OUR CIRCLE FRIENDS
Since both Ruth Crisler and Corina Myers celebrate their
birthdays in February, why not call, send a card or drop a line to
each one. They would love to hear from you.
Ruth Crisler
15709 Hanover Pike
Upperco, MD 21155

Corina Myers
5732 Emory Road
Upperco, MD 21155
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LOAVES AND FISHES
We are scheduled to prepare and serve lunch at the Church of the
Brethren beginning at 10:00 am on Saturday, April 7, 2018.
Volunteers are needed to help prepare and serve the meal.
Lunch is served at 12:00 pm. and we are usually finished
around 1:00 pm. Any monetary donations to purchase food
items is appreciated as well. Please see Dale or Evan
Buckingham if you are interested in helping.
SHEPHERD’S STAFF MINISTRY
Emory Church is supporting the annual Easter Basket
Mission through Shepherd’s Staff again this year. Donations
(including monetary) are being collected now. Below is a
list of the items needed to fill the baskets (up to 13 years of
age).
Pencils/Notebooks
- Bubbles/Silly Putty
Socks
- Toothpaste/Toothbrushes/Dental Floss
Coloring Books/Crayons
- Combs/hairclips/barrettes
Chap Stick/Lip Gloss
- Storybooks/Crosses/Small bibles
Small Stuffed animals
- Small puzzles/games
Cellophane Wrap
HEALTHY SNACKS (Small bags): Animal cookies/crackers/pretzels/
fish/gummy bears
- Empty Easter Buckets. We have several baskets, which we will use.
HOWEVER, Shepherd’s Staff would like to use buckets going forward – if
possible.
*PLEASE NOTE: NO PENS OR GLUE STICKS. Shepherd’s Staff has a
large supply of these.
-

Please join us on Sunday, March 11, following Church, for
assembling the baskets. Completed Baskets will be
delivered to Shepherd’s Staff by Friday, March 23. Please see
Diana Blessing to sign-up for the contributions you would like to give or to
make a monetary donation.
Thank you, Diana
410/999-7468
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MANAGE YOUR GIVING ONLINE
EMORY is excited to announce that you can now
manage your giving online! Giving online is easy and allows
you to set up automatic recurring or one-time
contributions and view your complete online giving
history from anywhere you have access to the Internet.
Simply follow these easy steps: 1) Visit the church
website at www.emoryunitedmethodist.org; 2) Click on
the Giving option at the top of the page; 3) Click on the
Giving button; then 4) Follow the onscreen instructions to
create an online profile and to schedule your recurring contributions. If you
wish to use a manual authorization form, or have questions, contact Elaine
Dodds at edodds45@gmail.com or 480-747-8785.
Thanks, Elaine
A CUTE & INNOCENT CONVERSATION BETWEEN MOTHER & DAUGHTER
On January 24 Addison came in to lay with her mother, Alyssa and was
asked if she had good dreams. She told her: “Yes I did, momma. I saw Angels
and they patted me on my back while I was sleeping.”
Melting, Alyssa asked her what else
happened in her dream, she said “I saw Jesus and
he sang, twinkle, twinkle to me.”
I asked her what he looked like and she
said “he looked like Santa. Jesus loves me and so
does Santa”.
I asked her if he gave her kisses and she
said, “Yes he did, I got Jesus hugs and kisses.”
I wanted to share this sweet conversation
with you all but mostly so that in three years and
ten years it pops up and I am reminded how
innocent and amazing my baby girl is! I hope you
all have Angels in your dreams tonight!
Submitted by Carlton & Sue, great grandparents to Addison
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ODDS & ENDS
• Congratulations to Sarah Martin who went on a working mission
trip to Honduras on her Christmas break. She spent a week doing
various work projects to help improve living conditions for the local
people. Following her trip, she returned to the University of North
Carolina to resume her classes. Emory Church is proud of the spirit
and enthusiasm of our members both locally and around the world.
• Thank you to the men who will be a part of the worship service on
February 11 as part of our Transfiguration worship drama.
• The Emory UMW still has a few varieties of nuts for sale. Please
support this fundraiser by purchasing one or more for gifts or your
own home baking. Please let Donna Rucker know what you are
interested in buying. Make checks out to Emory UM Women and give
to Donna.
• From the Women - The Emory Women purchased new padded
folding chairs for the church hall. The other chairs are now available
to anyone who would like to purchase them for a “A free will
offering.” Please see Donna if you are interested. Thank you.
• The Out to Lunch Bunch will be going to Greenmount Station on
Tuesday, February 27th at 12:00pm. The lunch invitation is open to all
who would like to enjoy lunch and friendly
conversation. Bring a friend, but please RSVP to Jane
Alban [410-374-4454] so reservations can be made.
• Flower Chart and Liturgist List –The new Liturgist list and flower
chart are posted for 2018; please don’t hesitate to sign up and fill in
the open spaces. Liturgists, there will be a full service printed in a
notebook on the altar and the bulletin will be emailed to
you in advance. Honor special people and occasions with
your choice of flowers on the altar.
• Liturgists - The liturgists for February are as follows:
2/04 Scout Sunday
2/18 Sandy Schaller
2/11 Ruthie Bradford
2/25 Elaine Dodds
If you discover that you can’t keep the date, please let Ruth
Bradford know as soon as possible.
• If your information in the 2014 directory is now incorrect, please
send the updated info, including email addresses, to the office.
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• Second Annual Bowl of Carroll County - On March 18, 2018 - 10:00
am – 2:00 pm at the Portico, St. John’s Catholic Church, Westminster.
Come share a simple meal of soup and bread provided by local
restaurants and a handcrafted bowl to take home as a reminder of
those whose bowls remain empty. The cost is $15.00 per person. The
proceeds go to The Shepherd’s Staff Emergency and Crisis Assistance
Programs. For tickets and more information, call 410-857-5944.
Tickets are also available at the door.
• Are you worried about the Opiod epidemic in our area? Mark your
calendar for Monday, March 12 from 9:30 am to 2 pm for a
meeting on a community impact and response discussion at the
Baltimore Hebrew Congregation at 7401 Park Heights Avenue in
Baltimore. See the flyer posted in the education building.
• The scholarship season of the Baltimore Washington Conference
will close on March 7 - A variety of scholarships are offered to fit
the diverse needs of students. To be considered for a scholarship,
students must complete the online application. The entire process
will be done online. For details about the individual scholarships or
to apply for a scholarship, visit
www.bwcumc.org/administration/finance/local-chuchresources/scholarships/
• If you shop on Amazon you can now select Emory United Methodist
Church as your charitable organization and Amazon will donate 0.5%
of the dollar amount of your purchases to Emory. To do this go to
smile.amazon.com and log in to your Amazon account as
usual. There will be an Amazon smile at the top of the page and a
place to select the charitable organization of your choice. Select
Emory United Methodist Church, 1600 Emory Rd., Upperco, MD
21155.
• One Great Hour of Sharing is now UMCOR Sunday, a time when
United Methodist Churches respond to the needs of others. This is
the second special offering we will observe. Small giving envelopes
will be in your bulletins that day. You gave more than $200 for the
Human Relations giving. Thanks for your generosity in the special
Sunday to come.
• March Newsletter items are due into the office by February 25
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2018 Outreach for the month of February is Loaves and Fishes

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

2

Boy Scouts,
7pm
4 Church
Service,
10am –
Scout Sun Communion

5
Project
Linus,
9:30am

6
Council of
Ministries
Mtg, 7pm

7
Wonderful
Wednesday
5:45pm

11 Church
Service,
10am
(Transfigura
tion Sunday)

12
Project
Linus,
9:30am

13
Shrove Tues
Pancake
Supper 5:45
SPR meeting,
7pm

14
15
Ash Wed
Simple Meal
5:45p w/
Boy Scouts,
service 6:45 7pm
Emory Hall.

16

18
1st Sunday in
Lent Service,
10am
AED video
following

19
Project
Linus,
9:30am

20
Happy Birthday, Pastor
Peggy! Lay
Leadership
Mtg, 7:00pm

21
Wonderful
Wednesday
5:45pm

23

25 Church
10am Adam
Sheely’s
Eagle Ceremony, 11:30

26

27 Out to
Lunch
Bunch,
Greenmount
Station,
12:00pm

28
Wonderful
Wednesday
5:45pm

Project
Linus,
9:30am

8
Boy Scouts,
7pm

22

Boy Scouts,
7pm

March Newsletter items due by February 25!
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SATURDAY

AA &AlAnon, 7pm

10
AA &AlAnon, 7pm
17
AA &AlAnon, 7pm
24

AA &AlAnon, 7pm

